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Preliminary remarks 

The translation of facts of life relevant under criminal law into criminological categories and their linking to 

statistical key numbers is not always easy, it is in part handled in different ways and can ultimately lead to 

false statistical recording. 

Partly, the reasons for false or insufficiently precise subsumptions can be found in the constantly varying 

forms of offences, new modi operandi and the changing situations and conditions of the business world. 

By compiling DEFINITIONS and EXPLANATIONS for a large number of criminological terms and linking 

them to the corresponding key numbers, a manual is presented here which will prove valuable for every 

(criminal) police case officer, in addition to the obvious relevance it has for the police crime statistics. 

The initiative to collect definitions of criminological terms came from the Permanent Police Crime Statistics 

Commission ("Ständige Kommission Polizeiliche Kriminalstatistik"). The definitions of the individual terms 

have been agreed with the respective federal bodies of the criminal police or are based on previously taken 

binding decisions. The editorial compilation was undertaken by the sub-working group 2 (UAG 2, responsi-

ble for counting/recording rules, definitions) and presented to the Police Crime Statistics Commission (PCS 

C) at their 39th work meeting as agenda item 8.2. The catalogue of definitions valid at national level will be 

further administered by the Bundeskriminalamt (Section IZ 33). 

Notes for the reader 

Superscript 1 in the headines: 

If a criminological term is marked by the superscript 1, the respective definition can already be found in the 

uniform national guidelines part of the Police Crime Statistics. 

The ordinal numbers in brackets at the end of the definitions refer to a specific source. 

Note regarding the key numbers: 

If the catalogue of offences of the Police Crime Statistics lists a key number for the respective term, this 

number is given in the heading after the term. Key numbers of the “Länder” (federal states) have not been 

included. Hereinafter, the term "key", when used alone, also refers to "key number". 

Instead of the last two digits of the 6-digit key, placeholders (**) are used because the definitions might 

also refer to existing or future key sub-categories. 
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- see living space - 
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