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W E L C O M E  TO  T H E
B U N D E S K R I M I N A L A M T !

The Bundeskriminalamt dates back to March 1951. At
that point in time, the ”Law on the Establishment of
a Federal Criminal Police Office” came into force. A
short time afterwards the ”Criminal Police Office for
the British Zone” in Hamburg became the Bundes-
kriminalamt (Federal Criminal Police Office), abbre-
viated BKA. Legislators thus acted on the authority
granted by the German Constitution to set up central
agencies at Federal level for police information and
communications as well as for criminal police work.
Wiesbaden was designated as the headquarters for
the new criminal police agency that same year.

The development of the Bundeskriminalamt (BKA) as
the criminal police of the Federation over more than
50 years must be viewed in the context of social and
political developments as well as technical progress.

The orientation, build-up and expansion of the Bund-
eskriminalamt are, and always have been, closely
tied to the national and international development
of crime and the specific role of the BKA within the
existing security architecture in Germany, Europe
and the world.

Constant changes in the forms and means of the
commission of crime, as well as the criminal geo-
graphical regions, make enormous demands on the
police. The Bundeskriminalamt has been facing
these for more than 50 years with constant review
and adjustment of its working methods and organi-
sational structures, in order to ensure the competent
performance of its duties at all times.

The early years were marked by the build-up of the
BKA as the national central police agency and the
international co-operation. In the 70’s and 80’s, the
terrorist activities of the Red Army Faction not only
had a decisive influence on the work of the Bundes-
kriminalamt but also kept the entire country in sus-
pense. As of the mid-80’s, besides continuing its
battle against terrorism, the Bundeskriminalamt
concentrated above all on dealing with the growth of
international drug trafficking and the spread of
organized crime.

The reunification of Germany in a uniting Europe
was an outstanding mark of the closing 20th century.
Now, at the beginning of the new millennium, the
Bundeskriminalamt faces the challenge posed by
breathtaking progress in the fields of information
and communications technology, which criminals
also use for their purposes. In addition, since the ter-
rorist attacks in the United States on September 11,
2001, the battle against international terrorism has
become the focal point of security policy throughout

the world. It poses a great challenge to security agen-
cies at national and international level and makes it
necessary to review our own organisation and the
interaction with other agencies of the security archi-
tecture.

The resulting new organisation of the state security
division of the Bundeskriminalamt distinctly strength-
ens our investigative potential in the fight against
international terrorism. With the creation of the
”Joint Counter-Terrorism Centre” (GTAZ) at our site in
Berlin in December 2004, in which information on
international terrorism is collated and analysed by
various agencies, the fight against terrorism has
taken a major step forward. These measures are sup-
plemented by the newly founded division ”Interna-
tional Coordination” in January 2005, which should
bring about a further improvement of the co-opera-
tion with our international partners.

The successful performance of the duties of the Bund-
eskriminalamt is guaranteed by more than 5,500
employees from 70 different professional groups,
whose dedication and creativity ensure the BKA’s
excellent reputation the world over as a competent
partner in the fight against crime.

I am convinced that the Bundeskriminalamt – as an
important component of the security architecture in
Germany with its eyes on the future – is also well
equipped to deal with the tasks of our time!

With this brochure, I am pleased to give you details
of our organisation and the performance of our
duties against the backdrop of our legal mandate,
which will let you take a look behind the scenes of the
Bundeskriminalamt.

Jörg Ziercke
President of the 
Bundeskriminalamt
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H O W  W E  V I E W  O U R
TA S K S

Together with the other police forces of the federa-
tion and the federal states and in co-operation with
foreign security agencies, the Bundeskriminalamt
(BKA) makes an active contribution to maintaining
internal security in a free, democratic Europe. 
By acting in a constitutional manner, the BKA pro-
vides services to the citizens and to the state, as a mat-
ter of social responsibility, and thereby works
towards the implementation of the value system laid
down in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Germany. 

The responsibilities and powers of the Bundeskrimi-
nalamt (BKA), like those of all government agencies,
are regulated by law. The BKA is a subordinate agency
to the Federal Ministry of the Interior. The BKA works
on the basis of a clear legal mandate, which is defined
in the German Constitution and in the ”BKA Law”
(Law on the Bundeskriminalamt and the Co-operation
between Federal and State Authorities in Criminal
Police Matters).

The Bundeskriminalamt is an essential cornerstone in
a comprehensive system of crime control and works as
a partner with the police forces of the Federation and
of the individual German states. According to the Ger-
man Constitution, for the most part police jurisdiction
in Germany lies with the 16 German states. However,
the diversity resulting from the principle of feder-
alism should not lead to uncoordinated activity that
creates obstacles for police work.

To co-ordinate crime suppression at national and
international level, the BKA was established as the
central office for police information and communi-
cations as well as for the German CID.

By acting as information and communications centre
of the German police, the BKA provides support to the
police forces of the federation and of the states in
connection with the prevention and prosecution of
crimes that involve more than one German state and
that are of international significance or otherwise of
considerable significance.

Photos:
Views of the BKA in Wiesbaden (above), Berlin (centre)
and Meckenheim by Bonn (below)

O U R  M A N DAT E
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One for all: The BKA also helps the police forces in the
German states to avoid duplication of effort. A num-
ber of centralised systems and facilities for the Ger-
man police are maintained at the Bundeskriminal-
amt. This is where the most important police mes-
sages come together, and this is also where informa-
tion about criminal offences and criminals is stored in
a central location. New crime suppression methods
are investigated and developed here to ensure that
the police are always state-of-the-art in terms of
science and technology.

The Bundeskriminalamt has also been assigned the
task of promoting police co-operation in Europe and
throughout the world as a legal mandate. After all,
national borders should not be an obstacle in the
fight against crime.

All official communications between the German
police and other countries are routed through the
Bundeskriminalamt. This makes it possible to com-
pile important information and ensure uniform
application of legal provisions. The BKA acts as the
national central office for Interpol, Europol and the
Schengen Information System.

The BKA investigates outstanding cases of interna-
tional crime as defined by law either on its own initia-
tive, or whenever a public prosecutor's office puts it in
charge of such investigations due to the significance
of the criminal offence in question.

The BKA is also responsible for protecting the mem-
bers of the constitutional organs of the Federation.

The core tasks of the BKA are described by the follow-
ing five functions:

❚ Function as a Central Agency
❚ Investigative Functions
❚ International Functions
❚ Protection Tasks and Prevention
❚ Administrative Functions.



THE  BUNDESKRIMINALAMT
AS  A  CENTRAL  AGENCY

The Bundeskriminalamt is pre-
pared to take action around
the clock. Through its opera-
tions and coordination center,
a 24-hour service center
known as the "Kriminaldauer-
dienst", the Bundeskriminal-
amt is able to act quickly in
connection with investiga-
tions, searches and interna-
tional communications.

All important reports about criminal offences and
perpetrators that are not of a strictly local or regional
nature are sent to the BKA and analysed there. The
state offices are informed directly by the BKA if infor-
mation of relevance for them is received or if links
are established.

The data received at the BKA are stored in electronic
databases. This is subject to strict data protection
provisions; compliance with these provisions is
monitored by the Federal Commissioner for Data
Protection on a regular basis.

The central computer used for searches by the Ger-
man police is installed at the Bundeskriminalamt. No
matter whether information is needed by a radio
patrol squad on local streets or by border control offi-
cers at a German airport - an inquiry to INPOL, the
computerized search system of the German police,
will provide a dependable response. Is this person on
the wanted list? Is this item the subject of searches?
Is there an arrest warrant for the subject? Is he want-
ed in another country? Is identification material on
file about the subject? Is the car that came to notice
during police checks a stolen vehicle?

If a subject's identity papers are false or he has alleg-
edly lost his passport - after electronic transmission
of a suspect's fingerprints or photograph to the Bund-
eskriminalamt, checks there can quickly provide
information about the subject's true identity.

The central agency functions of the BKA also include
the operation and maintenance of facilities and
collections for identification material and forensic
science.

8
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The laboratories at the BKA are state-of-the-art. If it is
necessary to apply methods from the fields of phys-
ics, chemistry or biology, to recover physical evi-
dence from instruments used to commit crimes, to
compare firearms or to analyse speech or language -
the staff of the BKA are familiar with all the modern
methods of investigation. The only stereo scanning
microscope in the world can be found in a BKA labo-
ratory in Wiesbaden. It can be used to identify even
the most minute traces from crime scenes, which
can then serve as convincing evidence.

Analysis methods and techniques such as DNA analy-
sis are continuously being refined and improved.
Upon request, the BKA also prepares expert opinions
in the fields of identification and forensic science for
the police and judicial authorities.

The BKA plays a leading role with regard to research
in the fields of criminology and criminal investiga-
tion as well as forensic science. Police methods and
working methods aimed at crime suppression are
also researched and developed here. The BKA prepar-
es criminal police analyses and statistics, in particu-
lar the Police Crime Statistics for Germany, and it car-
ries out specialized CID training courses for its own
staff as well as for staff at other authorities.

Highly qualified specialists from the BKA can be sent
to crime scenes in Germany and other countries
without delay: BKA staff who have gained experi-
ence all over the world participate in explosives and
incendiary investigations, crime scene investiga-
tions and identification of persons.

The Bundeskriminalamt is even prepared to deal
with the consequences of major disasters that may
occur anywhere in the world. The Disaster Victim
Identification Team (IDKO - Identifizierungskom-
mission) is sent to all parts of the world, for example
when it is necessary to identify the victims of plane
crashes, major transport accidents, or natural disas-
ters like the tsunami in Southeast Asia.



T H E  I N V E S T I G AT I O N

Besides its function as a central agency, the Bundes-
kriminalamt also has to carry out law enforcement
tasks in certain cases of international and serious
crime. In this respect, it will conduct investigations
either on the basis of its own (original) jurisdiction
or if it is tasked to do so. 

The BKA has original jurisdiction to conduct investi-
gations in cases of

❚ internationally organised trafficking in weapons,
ammunition, explosives or drugs

❚ internationally organised production, or passing of,
counterfeit currency

❚ internationally organised money laundering
and, since the year 2002, in cases of

❚ internationally organised terrorism and
❚ particularly serious cases of computer sabotage.

If a German citizen is kidnapped or taken hostage in
a foreign country, the BKA will also deal with the
case provided that a competent state police agency
has not yet been determined in Germany.

In addition, the Bundeskriminalamt will also con-
duct investigations if it has been assigned the case
by the Federal Prosecutor General or by any other
public prosecutor because of the importance of the
matter.

When there are incidents of politically motivated
crime, cases of spying against Germany, major cases
of extortion, or wide-ranging economic offences
that cause major damage to the economy, the fol-
lowing reports are often published: "The case is
being handled by the Bundeskriminalamt", "The
BKA has taken charge of the searches" or "The BKA
has been tasked with the investigation".

And when investigation of terrorist attacks of the
"Red Army Faction" or of persons involved in the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11 2001 in New York and
Washington is concerned: it is naturally the Bund-
eskriminalamt that takes charge of the law enforce-
ment activities in Germany – in the case of terrorist
crimes, usually at the direction of the Federal Pros-
ecutor General.

10
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L  
F U N C T I O N S

The Bundeskriminalamt, as the central police agency
in Germany, coordinates crime suppression at national
and international level. In general, it is responsible for
police communications with the law enforcement and
judicial authorities as well as with other public author-
ities in other countries. The Bundeskriminalamt places
great emphasis on international co-operation in the
field of law enforcement. The Bundeskriminalamt has
well-established contacts with almost all the central
police offices around the globe.

Under the address ”Interpol Wiesbaden” the BKA, as
the National Central Bureau for the International
Criminal Police Organization (ICPO), uses the most
modern means of communication to exchange mes-
sages with its counterparts throughout the world. At
European level, EUROPOL - the ”European Police
Office” in which all EU member states are represented
- is a central partner for cooperation. As the national
unit for Europol, the BKA also performs central duties
for Germany.

Germany's national central office for the Schengen
Information System (SIS), known as SIRENE (Supple-
mentary Information Request at the National Entry),
was set up at the Bundeskriminalamt as well. After the
elimination of checks on persons at the internal bor-
ders of the Schengen countries, persons who are want-
ed by individual Schengen states, or who are to be
refused entry into the Schengen area, are now circu-
lated at transnational level in the SIS.

The BKA is the German partner for the police forces of
other European countries and the rest of the world,
and it currently maintains a global network of 64 liai-
son officers serving in 50 countries who obtain infor-
mation of significance for law enforcement in Ger-
many. They route information from the German police
to the respective foreign countries. They also provide
extensive information for future-oriented crime as-
sessments that can be used as a starting point to make
basic strategy decisions for the BKA and to take mea-
sures aimed at the effective prevention and prosecu-
tion of crime. Such co-operation is not one-sided. Liai-
son officers sent by the BKA's most important foreign
police partners are accredited at the Bundeskriminal-
amt.

In addition, the BKA trains scholarship holders from all
over the world and familiarizes them with the instru-
ments and methods of modern investigative work. The
police-level contacts established in this way lead to sig-
nificant improvements of information channels and
serve to support specific proceedings involving other
countries.



P R OT EC T I O N  TA S K S
A N D  P R E V E N T I O N  

The BKA is also responsible for
protecting the members of the
constitutional organs of the
Federation and, in special
cases, for protecting their
guests from foreign countries.
The BKA also protects witness-
es, their family members and
closely associated persons if
the corresponding investiga-
tion is conducted by the BKA
itself.

Preventing crime is better than
investigating it. It makes more
sense to keep crimes from
being committed than to
devote time and effort to pur-
suing criminals after the fact.
During the past years, the
Bundeskriminalamt and Ger-
many's state police forces have
been placing increasing
emphasis on crime preven-
tion. Special concepts have
been developed and applied in
programs. Looking at what is
done in other countries has
brought a number of inter-
esting approaches to Ger-
many.

Crime prevention has become
as important a task for the

police as the pursuit of criminals. Besides reducing the
opportunities for committing crimes, prevention work
is particularly aimed at expanding technological
approaches to prevention.

Electronic immobilizers in cars and improved anti-
burglary measures for houses and apartments are
good examples. And such efforts have been successful
- there has been a noticeable decrease in the number of
crimes committed in these areas during the past years.

The Bundeskriminalamt is a member of various inter-
national crime prevention bodies and also participates
in the management of the Police Crime Prevention
project. It belongs to the German Crime Prevention
Forum and provides crime prevention advice to all
interested parties through a collection of information
known as the ”Infopool Crime Fighting and Traffic
Security Work”. The date for the start-up and input into
the new database has not yet been fixed.

12

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E
F U N C T I O N S

The BKA issues clearance certificates for games of skill
in compliance with the provisions of the Trade Regu-
lations Act. In addition, it carries out the classification
of objects if there are doubts whether or not they can be
subsumed under the provisions of the Weapons Law,
and it issues certificates of exemption for prohibited
weapons.
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O U R  S TA F F

At the three BKA posts in
Wiesbaden, (photograph
on top left side) Berlin
(middle photograph) and
Meckenheim (near Bonn),
(photograph on bottom)
more than 5,500 men and
women are available aro-
und the clock for the sake
of internal security. With

their specialised knowledge and expertise in the
fields of criminal science, natural sciences, law, eco-
nomics and the social sciences, information techno-
logy and administration, they cover an extremely
broad spectrum of activity.

Approximately half of them are fully trained crimi-
nal police officers, the others come from more than
70 different occupational groups.

37% of the staff members are civil service employees
and approximately 11 % are administrative and
“other” officers. Women make up about 36 per cent
of the staff. The BKA itself trains its future criminal
police officers for service at the Federal College of
Public Administration. In addition, young people
are regularly offered apprenticeships in ten differ-
ent vocations to be learnt at the BKA, which has
been commended several times for being the best
vocational training institution by the Wiesbaden
Chamber of Commerce.

Depending on the demand, the BKA looks for offi-
cers to fill positions at higher and senior career
levels of the federal police service.

I N F O R M AT I O N  
AVA I L A B L E  O N  T H E
I N T E R N E T

The BKA homepage (http://www.bka.de) provides
information about job prerequisites and applica-
tion deadlines and also about other current offers
for challenging and interesting positions.
Up-to-date information about the BKA can always
be found there - about criminal offences, ongoing
searches, items seized in connection with crimes,
crime prevention tips and the most recent crime sta-
tistics. It's always worthwhile to check the BKA
homepage, where you'll also find links to national
and international police authorities.

In response to changing requirements in the fight
against crime, the organisational structure of the
BKA is frequently optimised. Since January 2005,
the BKA has been fulfilling its tasks within the frame-
work of nine organisational units. The position at
the top is occupied by the President, who is assisted
by two Vice-Presidents.

Management Level 
President 

2 Vice-Presidents 

Division IK 
International  
Coordination 

Division ST 
State Security 

Division SO
Serious and 

Organised Crime

Division SG 
Protection  

Division 

Division ZD 
Central CID  

Services 

Division KI 
Institute of Law  

Enforcement  
Studies and Training 

Division KT 
Forensic Science

Institute 

Division IT 
Information  
Technology 

Division ZV 
Central and  

Administrative  
Affairs 

O U R  O R G A N I S AT I O N



T H E  D I V I S I O N S  O F  T H E
B U N D E S K R I M I N A L A M T

Division IK 
International Coordination

Due to the significance of the threat represented by
international terrorism as well as the impact of expand-
ing globalization and the increasing internationaliza-
tion of organized crime, the importance of internation-
al police cooperation continues to grow. For this rea-
son, as of 1 January 2005 the International Coordina-
tion Division (IK) was set up at the Bundeskriminalamt,
a division where the international tasks previously car-
ried out by different divisions of the Bundeskriminal-
amt are now concentrated and the international ori-
entation of the BKA is further enhanced.

Division IK is comprised of two major areas - ”Strategy
and International Relations” and ”International
Support." The International Coordination Division car-
ries out a wide variety of tasks, including coordination,
with regard to further developing the strategic - i.e.
fundamental, medium and long-term - orientation of

the Bundeskriminalamt. Here information from numer-
ous sources all over the world is compiled and analysed
from the police point of view to determine if it provides
indications of changes in the crime or security situa-
tion in Germany or elsewhere in Europe. The purpose
of early detection and strategic analysis is to obtain
information about possible developments in the field
of crime so that the BKA and the other security autho-
rities will be able to react in a timely manner and take
any necessary measures.

At EU and national level, we are reacting to the devel-
opment in crime with future-oriented research pro-
grammes in the fields of technology and social science.
Division IK co-ordinates the security research for the
BKA and, accordingly, introduces the point of view of
the security authorities in co-operation with industry,
research institutes and other authorities.

In this connection, the liaison officers play an impor-
tant role as a reliable instrument for the collection and
exchange of information. At the present time, 64 BKA
liaison officers work at 52 locations in 50 countries,
promoting bilateral cooperation between the criminal
justice authorities at international level. They repre-
sent the interests of the German police, especially those
of the BKA, in their respective host countries and also
provide support to other German criminal justice au-
thorities. In addition, the liaison officers can be of assis-
tance to the criminal justice authorities of the host
country when investigations with links to Germany
are concerned. In addition to their case-related work,
the liaison officers also collect information of strategic
importance, especially with regard to the suppression
of drugs and organised crime as well as international
terrorism.

Division IK also coordinates cooperation between
the German police authorities and European/inter-
national police organizations as well as within the
framework of other forms of international police co-
operation.

The BKA is Germany's National Central Bureau of
the International Criminal Police Organization
(ICPO) - better known as INTERPOL - headquartered
in Lyon, France, where 186 countries from all over the
world have joined together with a view to provding
mutual support to their police authorities. The BKA
ensures that information exchange with Interpol and
the police forces of the German states is rapid and
secure.

Another important cooperation partner of the BKA is
EUROPOL, the European Police Office in The Hague,
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in which all 27 EU member states as well as further
third countries and services are represented. Also here,
the Bundeskriminalamt is the competent national unit
for Germany. At present, a total of 60 German officers
are serving at Europol. Within the BKA, Division IK per-
forms the duties in connection with the management
of the Europol National Unit. In addition, the EU mem-
ber states send liaison officers to Europol, who belong
to the National Unit and represent exclusively national
interests. 

One important task of Division IK is to monitor the dis-
cussions and decisions of EU bodies in the field of
justice and home affairs, where common approaches
are developed for the EU member states regarding
police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters.
This information is taken into consideration in connec-
tion with strategic analysis and strategy develop-
ment for the Bundeskriminalamt. 

A further responsibility of Division IK lies in the field of
bilateral and multilateral agreements for police co-
operation in criminal matters. In this connection, the
BKA acts as counsellor and co-ordinator in the prepa-
ration of contracts between Germany and its co-
operation partners and ensures that the needs of the
German police are given sufficient consideration.

The ”International support” subdivision of the Inter-
national Coordination Division handles a wide range
of tasks of significance for BKA policy. Thus careful
preparation, support and follow-up are provided for
management-level contacts with foreign partners in
Germany and other countries from the point of view of
strategy and protocol. The European Union specific-
ally promotes police co-operation between the mem-
ber states and - within the framework of EU foreign aid
- the improvement of police standards in countries
approaching the EU. 
The BKA has therefore intensified its activities to use
these possibilities for support in view of the expansion
of its international competency. Division IK not only
gives comprehensive and competent advice to BKA
departments in all aspects of possible EU support but
also assists in the organisation of the subsequent exe-
cution of these projects.
Special EU support instruments, such as grants, TAIEX
or twinning projects, make it possible to carry out pro-
jected activities, for example in the form of confer-
ences, seminars or longer-term measures.

The work of the section ”Operations abroad” reflects
the expanded foreign policy and military role played
by Germany with regard to crisis areas throughout the
world. Here the BKA provides support for setting up or

rebuilding local police forces as well as for equipment
and basic or advanced training within the framework
of peacekeeping measures by the international com-
munity of nations.

Thus, for example, the BKA provides on-site support for
the rebuilding effort and provides personnel in this
connection for the EU police missions and for the Ger-
man-led police project team in Afgfhanistan. Further-
more, the BKA trains Iraqi police officers and supports
the UN and EU mission in the Balkans (e.g. in Kosovo
and in Bosnia-Herzegovina) as well as in other regions
(e.g. in Liberia or Georgia) with personnel. 
Through its long-term commitment within the frame-
work of missions abroad, the BKA contributes to the
political stabilisation and democratisation of the re-
spective crisis areas.

A further area of concentration of the IK division is on
”Training projects and international reconstruc-
tion assistance” for foreign police services, i. e. the
planning, coordination and organisation of basic and
advanced training events, working visits and counsel-
ling measures and taking care of scholarship holders.
The strategic and operational significance of the re-
cipient countries determines the selection and inten-
sity of the respective form of co-operation.
In accordance with the ”source country strategy” (co-
operation with countries of origin, transit and desti-
nation with reference to certain forms of crime), the
BKA concentrates the basic and advanced training of
foreign police forces primarily in the areas of inter-
national terrorism, drug crime and organised crime,
analysis methods, and crime scene work.

The equipment aid that the BKA offers to foreign
police authorities includes, for example, the provision
of information and communications technology, opti-
cal devices for documentation and recovery of evi-
dence or special equipment for carrying out forensic
examinations.
In connection with assistance for scholarship holders,
after intensive language training police officers from
numerous countries receive six months of advanced
training as guests of the BKA, working in various areas of
specialization at the BKA and in state police forces.

The close cooperation of the BKA with the Central
European Police Academy (MEPA), a central facility
sponsored by eight European countries, is also aimed
at achieving the common objective of even more inten-
sive international cooperation for the suppression of
cross-border crime.

Division IK has been located in Berlin since 2006.

EU-Projects

UNITED NATIONS
United Nations Interim
Administration Mission

in Kosovo



D i v i s i o n  S T
S t a t e  S e c u r i t y

State security policing has the task of combating
politically motivated crime. Offences are attribut-
ed to this field of crime if the circumstances of the
act and/or the offender's motivation indicate that
they have been committed in order to exert influ-
ence on the democratic process of the development
of free will, that they serve to achieve or impede
political objectives, or that they are directed against
the implementation of political decisions. In this
respect, extremist and terrorist offences constitute
the most serious manifestations of politically moti-
vated crime. The prevention and suppression of
such offences have top priority in the execution of
the Bundeskriminalamt's duties - especially against
the backdrop of the continued threat of internation-
al terrorism, as has become particularly clear since
the attacks in the USA (on 11.09.01), in Madrid (on
11.03.04), and in London (on 07.07.05 and 21.07.05)
in addition to the attempted attacks on local trains
in Koblenz and Dortmund (on 31.07.2006). With the
attempted attacks on regional trains in Koblenz and
Dortmund on 31.07.2006 as well as the arrest of sus-
pected members of the Islamic Jihad Union (IJU) in
Medebach-Oberschlehdorn, NW, on 04.09.07 and
the resulting seizure of considerable quantities of
explosives, this threat has materialised directly in
Germany.

In detail, the following fields of crime are dealt with
in Division ST:

❚ Politically motivated crime – left-wing  and
right-wing

❚ Politically motivated crime committed by foreigners 
❚ Espionage, illegal transfers of technology and

goods and NBC crime

The central agency function of Division ST - collec-
tion and analysis of intelligence and the subse-
quent development/collation of information
into an overall situation report - is of decisive rele-
vance for the work of the criminal police. This serves
to obtain investigative leads and to prevent offences
in the field of politically motivated crime.

The main basis for these situation reports is infor-
mation from Division ST's own investigations, sup-
plemented by the results of the analysis of external
national and international cases. The information
gathered is also incorporated in analysis and assess-
ment projects involving several cases and focusing
on the type of crime, the region or the group struc-
ture.

Division ST has competency for law enforcement
in cases of terrorist crimes pursuant to Section 129
a, Subsection 1 (1 and 2), of the German Penal Code
(formation of terrorist organisations) and Section
129 b of the German Penal Code (criminal and ter-
rorist organisations abroad).

It is also an original task of the BKA and Division ST
to conduct investigations in cases of politically
motivated crimes against the life and limb or
freedom of members of the constitutional
organs of the Federation and their guests.

The BKA also investigates initially in cases of hos-
tage-taking abroad and the associated offences
when the victims are German.

In order to increase the use of financial enquiries,
also in the fight against the funding of terrorist
organisations, a financial enquiries section has
been created within Division ST - the first service
nationwide in the field of state security dealing
exclusively with this special subject.
The aim is the confiscation of assets through the
integration of financial enquiries into the investiga-
tion (checks on accounts, other financial transac-
tions).

Because they take so many forms, state security and
in particular the fight against terrorism are tasks
which are performed by various police and intelli-
gence services nationally and internationally. Close
cooperation on the basis of existing legislation is
therefore necessary.

Consequently, the ”Joint Counter-Terrorism Cen-
tre” (German abbr. GTAZ) was newly created in
Berlin in December 2004. The Bundeskriminalamt is
represented there along with 40 other partner ser-
vices. Never before has such a large number of au-
thorities, which are responsible for combating Islam-
ist terrorism or can supply valuable information,
come together in one place on a permanent basis
for the all-round fight against this crime phenome-
non.
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In addition to the Bundeskriminalamt, the Federal
Office for the Protection of the Constitution and the
Federal Intelligence Service, these include repre-
sentatives of the local State Criminal Police Offices
and State Offices for the Protection of the Constitu-
tion, the Federal Police, the Central Office of the

German Customs Investigation Service, the Federal
Office for Migration and Refugees, the Military
Counter-Intelligence Service and representatives of
the Federal Prosecutor General. The inclusion of the
prosecution authority is a novelty internationally
and intensifies the co-operation between law enforce-
ment and prosecution.

With the presence of the representatives of the au-
thorities on site, information can be quickly pooled,
compounded and jointly assessed. In this way, all
available sources of information are included, in
order to be able to recognise possible threat scena-
rios in good time. Moreover, it is possible to coordin-
ate operational measures on an ad hoc basis. The
officers responsible strive for as much proximity
and cooperation as possible, while observing the
legally prescribed principle of separation.

Since 01.01.2007, Division ST has been participating
in the Joint Internet Centre (GIZ) under the leader-
ship of the Federal Office for the Protection of the
Constitution. The objective is to pool resources in
the field of Internet analysis regarding Islamist ter-
rorism.

In the course of international cooperation, the
German state security policing interests are repre-
sented by the State Security Division of the Bundes-
kriminalamt.
As fundamental elements of the cooperation, the
European Police Office EUROPOL, the Police Work-
ing Group on Terrorism (PWGT) and the Interna-
tional Criminal Police Organization (ICPO), also
known as Interpol, have proved their worth.



crime at international level in particular and the
consequences of such crime can no longer be con-
fronted adequately by employing only the conven-
tional police instruments for prevention and re-
pression.

When major investigations are concerned, the offi-
cers make their inquiries with the assistance of
experts in widely varying areas of specialisation at
the BKA and relevant offices in the German states, in
general also in co-operation with the investigating
authorities and central offices of other countries.

A specific example follows:
The Bundeskriminalamt conducted investigations
in the greater Cologne area for suspected produc-
tion and distribution of counterfeit US-dollar bank-
notes. The initial reason for this was the discovery of
shredded counterfeit money in the refuse inciner-
ating plant in Cologne. One of the main perpetrators
was traced after individual paper cuttings had been
meticulously pieced together. Various undercover
investigation measures and the close co-operation
with the German Federal Bank and the US Secret Ser-
vice led to the success: Searches in a printing work-
shop and several depots resulted in the seizure of
counterfeit US 100-dollar banknotes with a face
value of approximately 16 million US dollars. This is
the second largest seizure of counterfeit money in
the world. The seizure prevented large quantities of
high quality counterfeit US dollars from going into
circulation. In addition, the searches led to the disco-
very of material suitable for counterfeiting euro
banknotes. Furthermore, cocaine, amphetamines,
several firearms with ammunition and forged top-
class wines including false printed labels were also
found and seized.

Specialised sections at the BKA provide the investi-
gative and analysis sections of Division SO with assis-
tance in carrying out their tasks. In addition to the
covert investigations section, these are in particular:

VIVA (section for asset confiscation as part of inte-
grated proceedings). VIVA's objective is to identify
assets obtained through illegal transactions and to
initiate provisional seizure measures with a view to
having the assets forfeited or assisting with their
recovery. By this means, the perpetrators are not
only deprived of their profits but also kept from
investing such profits in new criminal schemes.

D i v i s i o n  S O  
S e r i o u s  a n d  
O r g a n i s e d  C r i m e

Division SO (Serious and Organised Crime) performs
duties in the areas of investigation and analysis as well
as other service tasks. Its work is concentrated on the
following fields of criminal activity: violent and
serious crime, drug crime, economic and financial
crime, property crime, counterfeiting/forgery,
and high-tech/computer crime.

By virtue of original jurisdiction, Division SO assumes
police duties of prosecution, for example in cases of
internationally organised trafficking in weapons,
explosives or narcotic drugs as well as internation-
ally organised illegal production and distribution of
counterfeit money requiring inquiries in other
countries. The suppression of internationally organi-
sed money laundering is also among the tasks assign-
ed to Division SO.

In addition, Division SO serves as the central office for
collecting and analysing all important reports receiv-
ed about criminal offences and offenders. It provides
support for the tasks carried out at another office in
the BKA that serves as the National Central Bureau of
Interpol, in particular support for co-operation with
foreign police and judicial authorities and for legal
assistance at police level involving offices in other
countries.

The holistic approach to crime suppression
employed by Division SO is distinguished by the link-
ing of investigation and analysis as well by multi-
agency and cross-sectoral co-operation with author-
ities and institutions in Germany and abroad. This
network of security authorities at national and inter-
national level is supported by goal-oriented co-oper-
ation with the business sector, especially with the so-
called "global players", because the development of
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As the interface for the national and international co-
operation, the Central Child Pornography Unit goes
into action. Here the media are searched for child por-
nography, and information about producers, distrib-
utors and victims is systematically collected and pro-
cessed. In this connection, the Internet is becoming
increasingly significant. The aim of the BKA measures
is to identify both the offenders and the victims of
sexual abuse.

To an increasing extent, attention is also being focused
on the suppression of high-tech and computer
crime. During the past years, the rapid technological
development and the resulting use of open networks
such as the Internet for criminal offences have given
rise to numerous new forms of crime with different
modi operandi. The specialists at Division SO collect
and assess all intelligence and information, coordin-
ate investigations of other police authorities, provide
support for the police forces of the German states, and
also conduct investigations of their own in special
cases of computer crime. Division SO of the BKA also
has original investigative jurisdiction in particularly
serious cases involving computer sabotage.

Investigative work in the field of serious and organ-
ised crime receives high-level technological support
from the Central Unit for Random Internet Sear-
ches (ZaRD). Its members continuously conduct non-
incident-related searches of publicly accessible data
networks, above all the Internet, with a view to iden-
tifying criminally relevant contents (”cyberpolice
patrols”). The officers pass on their investigative
results to those responsible for criminal prosecution
in police forces and public prosecutors' offices.

Already prior to any investigations and/or other
largescale proccedings that may be commenced later,
cross-case analyses are initiated within the frame-
work of selected special analysis projects in order to
identify new approaches to crime suppression.

Besides employing the instruments described above,
successful suppression of such crimes often also
requires the intensive interaction of various author-
ities and institutions above and beyond the day-to-
day co-operation. New forms of cooperation have
been developed for this purpose. They range from the
Joint Financial Investigation Group (GFG) of the
BKA and the central office of the German customs
investigation service (ZKA) to the Joint Customs /
Police Precursor Monitoring Unit (GÜS) all the way
to the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU Germany).

The Joint Customs / Police Precursor Monitoring
Unit (GÜS) monitors the legal production of and trade
in chemicals that can be misused for the manufacture
of drugs.

In addition, in May 2006, the Joint Analysis and
Strategy Centre for Illegal Migration (GASiM) was
set up by representatives from the BKA, the Federal
Police and other security authorities.
The establishment of GASiM is intended to effectively
combat illegal migration and also the alien smug-
gling and other types of crime associated with this
phenomenon through rapid exchange and compre-
hensive analysis of all available information. Another
objective is to identify new developments at an early
stage.

By focusing on selected phenomena in high-priority
fields of crime with the support of the relevant spe-
cialised sections as well as by conducting intensive
cross-case operational analysis, Division SO is working
to achieve long-term suppression of international
organised crime.



D i v i s i o n  S G ,
P r o t e c t i o n  D i v i s i o n

The protection of the members of the
constitutional organs of the Federa-
tion is a legally prescribed task of the
Bundeskriminalamt.

This task, which is fulfilled by the Protec-
tion Division (SG) based in Berlin, com-
prises the personal protection of the
Federal President, members of the
Federal Parliament and the Federal
Council, the Federal Constitutional
Court, the Federal Government and - in
special cases - their foreign guests, as well
as the interior protection of their offices,
residences and any other rooms occupied
by them.

The range of duties is wide and, depen-
ding on the threat level of the protectee,
includes the incident-related or perma-
nent personal protection, the ascertain-
ment and supervision of threat hot-spots,

the reconnaissance of land and air routes or providing
advice on the technical security of residential or office
buildings.

The use of modern technical means, such as armour-
ed vehicles, weapons or special information and com-
munications technology, is indispensable for the per-
formance of the tasks.

In execution of the required measures, the Protection
Division co-operates closely with the police authori-
ties of the Federal States, the Federal Police, the Police
and Security Service of the German Federal Parlia-
ment and foreign security services.

At the request of the Office of Foreign Affairs, the
Bundeskriminalamt also despatches federal and state
law enforcement officers to German diplomatic mis-
sions abroad. There, they guarantee the personal
protection of those representatives of the Federal
Republic of Germany classed as threatened.

To date, approximately 775 police officers have car-
ried out personal protection measures at a total of 49
German diplomatic missions abroad (as per October
2007).
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D i v i s i o n  Z D
C e n t r a l  C I D  S e r v i c e s

The stand-by services of the Bundeskriminalamt, the
identification service and the operational units are
organised in Division ZD.
Round the clock, the messages and reports from at
home and abroad are received here, assessed,
checked against central collections and/or databases,
enriched with information and routed in a targeted
manner to the officers responsible.

The Tactical Reporting Centre, the stand-by section
is, in many cases, the first point of contact for the
police forces of the Federation, the federal states, for-
eign police services or customs and other law enforce-
ment authorities. Initial measures are also taken here
outside regular working hours, operational forces are
alerted or other services are notified of important
matters.

Wanted notices for the Schengen Information
System (SIS), the European network for searches for
persons and property, and international wanted no-
tices sent via Interpol are routed by Division ZD on
behalf of the entire German police to the local police
forces in this country or to other countries. The inter-
national mutual assistance in criminal matters is also
in the hands of this organisational section.
For, on the one hand, the Bundeskriminalamt, as
“Interpol Wiesbaden”, is the National Central
Bureau for the International Criminal Police Orga-
nization (ICPO), known the world over as INTERPOL.
On the other hand, ”SIRENE” Germany (Supplemen-
tary Information Request at the National Entry) to
support the ”Schengen Information System” (SIS)
for searches for persons and property in the European
region is installed here.
The Interpol bureaux communicate with each other
in four languages. Smooth communication in a global
information network is guaranteed by the agency’s
own efficient translating and interpreting service.

Another task of Division ZD is the identification of
persons, that is to say the identification of offenders
and victims.  This work is supported by the personal
data collections of the Bundeskriminalamt held
in Division ZD. The centre-piece is the extensive crim-
inal records collection, supplemented by the central
photograph collection. Additionally, physical
descriptions of persons are held available.

The fingerprints of 3.27 million people and approxi-
mately 1.1 million palm prints are stored in the elec-
tronic database (AFIS) (Automated Fingerprint Iden-
tification System). Even if only parts of a fingerprint or
palm print can be found at a crime scene, AFIS often
leads the investigators to the offender.
Great success in the identification of criminals, often
after many years, is achieved by the DNA Analysis
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Database also held in Division ZD, which is an ideal
complement to the AFIS system. With the aid of these
databases, not only are suspects convicted, but inno-
cent people are cleared of suspicion and the citizens
are protected from repeat offenders.

Since the beginning of 2006, it has been possible to
identify persons even from a patrol car using the Fast-
ID fingerprint identification system. Fast-ID is a
single-finger scanner with which two or more finger-
prints can be taken and researched in the entire AFIS
collection. The response time in the case of a hit is be-
tween 3 - 5 minutes; if there is no hit 1 - 3 minutes. So
far, the federal states of Baden-Württemberg, Bava-
ria, Bremen, Hamburg, Hesse, Lower Saxony, North
Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate and the
Federal Police have Fast-ID at their disposal.

The Prüm Treaty was signed in May 2005 between
Austria, The Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg,
France, Spain and Germany. The objective is to
improve criminal prosecution. The treaty offers possi-
bilities for searching data such as fingerprints, DNA
and motor vehicle data in the databases of the mem-
ber states. Germany and Austria went into operation
for fingerprint data searches at the beginning of June
2007.

Another subject drawing large public attention is the
work of the ”Disaster Victim Identification (DVI)
Team” (Identifizierungskommission - IDKO), which is
recognised the world over. Since the 70's, it has been
despatched to the scenes of air crashes or other disas-
ters, such as the tsunami in Southeast Asia, to assist in
the identification of the victims. Consisting of more
than 130 specialists from the BKA and more than 45
external members (pathologists, dentists, psychologi-
cal/social experts), a team can be formed and sent to
the scene of a disaster as quickly as possible, subject to
the consent of the country affected or on request of
the domestic authority responsible.

Furthermore, Division ZD possesses an interactive
system for the production of composite pictures,
which can help to provide important information on
suspicious persons based on the observations of wit-
nesses.

The operational services of the Bundeskriminalamt
are also grouped in Division ZD. The experts deployed
there support the investigation and search units of
the Bundeskriminalamt, but also other services of the
Federation, the local states and, in individual cases,
foreign authorities.
They include the Mobile Operations Unit, which is
used for undercover measures, such as surveillance,
partly also for arrests.

Another important unit is the highly qualified crime
scene group for explosives and incendiary offen-
ces, the disposal of improvised devices and gen-
eral crime scene work. They come to the scene di-
rectly after serious crimes, such as terrorist attacks, in
order to collect physical evidence by the most up-to-
date methods. 

Since 1 August 2003, the Federation has been provi-
ding the German states with assistance in certain
types of danger situations through the Central
Federal Support Group in Response to Serious
Nuclear Threats (Zentrale Unterstützungsgruppe
des Bundes für gravierende Fälle der nuklearspezifi-
schen Gefahrenabwehr - ZUB). The Bundeskriminal-
amt is responsible for the management and admini-
strative affairs of the ZUB, which is comprised of
specially trained staff from Germany's Federal Office
for Radiation Protection, Federal Police and the Bund-
eskriminalamt. A special area - ”NBC Support” - at the
Bundeskriminalamt provides advice and investiga-
tive support in connection with danger situations
involving nuclear, radiological, biological or chemi-
cal substances.

In cases of kidnapping, hostage-taking and large-
scale extortion to the detriment of German nationals
or German facilities and institutions in other coun-
tries, the specialists from the Negotiating and Coun-
selling Team are called in. They support and counsel
the police commanders, but also other agencies,
external institutions or companies with regard to the
tactical, organisational and technical possibilities of
the individual case. Furthermore, they develop action
strategies and counselling concepts in advance and
compile threat analyses for individuals, companies
and institutions.

Also installed in Division ZD is the Search Service
Centre (public-assisted searches, general search mat-
ters, steering of search measures). It is here that mea-
sures are taken for the international search for per-
sons with a view to extradition and in cases of parental
child abduction, basic principles of general searches
are developed and public-assisted searches are coor-
dinated. For the targeted, particularly intensive
search for individual criminals wanted for arrest, the
BKA deploys the search experts of the Fugitive Search
Unit.

In connection with ist own investigations, the BKA
develops and implements measures for a comprehen-
sive and effective protection of witnesses, their rela-
tives and persons close to them. In this way, physical
and psychological influences on endangered persons
are prevented, in order to ensure their ability and
willingness to testify.



D i v i s i o n  K I
I n s t i t u t e  o f  L a w  
E n f o r c e m e n t  S t u d i e s  
a n d  Tr a i n i n g  

Effective police working methods are of decisive
importance for successful police action. They must be
reviewed on a continuing basis to determine if they still
meet the most recent requirements in the fight against
crime. The Institute of Law Enforcement Studies and
Training (KI) is the leading research and advisory
institution for the German police. It provides support
to the police forces of the Federation and the German
states with regard to crime suppression by offering
services in the following areas:

❚ research on criminology and criminal investigation
❚ technologies and
❚ basic and advanced training

The Institute of Law Enforce-
ment Studies and Training builds
bridges from research to inno-
vative applications in the field of
police work and thus opens up
new horizons for fighting crime
successfully.
Working closely with police offi-
cers in the field, its task is to iden-
tify weak points throughout the
spectrum of police crime-
fighting activity, to develop sug-
gestions for improvement and new crime-fighting con-
cepts, and to assist with their implementation.

In this way, police authorities are provided with advice
and support when new methods for police work are
introduced. In individual cases, such service also in-
cludes operational advice that involves application of
case analysis methods and goes all the way to prepara-
tion of personality profiles for unidentified perpetrators.

The recently established Terrorism / Extremism Rese-
arch Unit (FTE) represents a significant area of con-
centration for Division KI. It works closely with the
specialised departments at the BKA and establishes
contacts with comparable research institutions at
national and international level. Some examples of
current projects are a study of the biographies of vio-
lent extremists and analyses that deal with the poten-
tial for fundamentalism in Germany. The study of the
history of the police during the Nazi regime also
belongs to the range of tasks.

In addition, criminology and criminal investigation
research is concentrated on the key areas and phe-
nomena of organised crime, facilitation of illegal
immigration and human trafficking as well as econo-
mic crime. The results of these studies are published,
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among other things, in the Institute's own series of
books, which can be found by consulting the list of
publications accessible via the BKA home page.

Division KI also has experts who provide advice on
legal matters, in particular in the field of legal
policy. Their work is concentrated on legal issues that
arise in connection with police action and whose clari-
fication is of fundamental significance for the work of
the criminal police. If weak points are identified in exis-
ting laws or draft legislation, by providing information
about corresponding police experience, i.e. legally rele-
vant empirical data, it can be ensured that police con-
cerns are considered during the legislative process.

Crime prevention measures are
outlined, among other things, in
the ”Infopool Crime Fighting
and Traffic Security Network”
(a collection of information on
time-tested crime prevention
projects in Germany and other
countries). The date for the start-
up and input into the new data-
base has not yet been fixed. The
Police Crime Statistics (PKS),
which are published annually,

include all criminal offences that have been investi-
gated by the police. Both can be found via the BKA
home page.

In the field of ”Technologies”, current and emerging
technical developments are analysed and assessed,
taking into account both the needs of practical police
work and information from the field of science.
The ”Technologies” staff test methods and tools, help to
shape the technical aspects of the criminal police envi-
ronment, and are available to provide an extensive
array of services in support of investigations. On the
basis of concentrated police and scientific know-how,
strategic recommendations are prepared, and re-
search and development projects are initiated which
are oriented towards the needs of the police. The objec-
tive is both to identify the potential for abuse of the
new technologies by offenders at an early stage and
also to examine possibilities for utilization by the
police.

The Technical Service Centre for Information and
Communications Technologies (TeSIT) was set up
for the specific purpose of supporting investigative
work at a high technological level.
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Further areas of concentration besides suppression of
Internet crime are protection of critical infrastructures
and applications-oriented development of biometric
methods as well as forensic analysis of data carriers and
development and testing of new operational techno-
logies.

In addition, the education centre of Division KI offers
the police officers of the Federation and the German
states a broad spectrum of basic and advanced
training courses that are based on the latest informa-
tion in the fields of personnel development, research
on criminology and criminal investigation and knowl-
edge management. The subject matter ranges from
train-ing for forensic and fingerprint experts to
advanced training in a variety of scientific and techni-
cal subjects all the way to foreign language courses;
courses in sport along with weapons and firearms
training round off the programme.

The BKA trains its own officers for service at the high-
er career level of the Bundeskriminalamt - currently
about 40 candidates a year - in the CID Section of the
Public Security Division of the Federal College of Public
Administration.

Besides this, since 1982 the BKA has been offering voca-
tional training in various recognized training occupa-
tions on a regular basis.

The extensive and wide-ranging resources of the
Bundeskriminalamt library, which is part of the
Institute of Law Enforcement Studies and Training,
are available to all police authorities and interested
scientific institutions.



D i v i s i o n  K T
F o r e n s i c  S c i e n c e  
I n s t i t u t e

The solving of crimes and the subsequent submission
of evidence are made considerably easier, or in many
cases only made possible in the first place, by know-
ledge from the fields of natural science and techno-
logy. With successful research and by means of the
most modern scientific equipment and methods, evi-
dence can be found and analysed, which can be more
reliable as objective proof than witnesses’ state-
ments or offenders’ confessions. The “Forensic
Science Institute” of the BKA has at its disposal the
required technical and scientific facilities to be able
to compile and represent expert opinions at the
request of public services, public prosecutors’ offices
and courts.

The work of the Institute is strongly marked by re-
search subjects, be it to improve methods, to raise
the level of proof or to find innovative answers to
new criminalistic challenges. The BKA thus fulfils its
central agency and coordination function: It works
closely with the State Criminal Police Offices and
with forensic science institutes in other countries. At
European level, the co-operation within the Euro-
pean Network of Forensic Science Institutes (ENFSI),
founded in 1993, has proven valuable in particular.
ENFSI is a network of the approximately 50 most
important forensic science institutes in Europe.

The central agency function of the BKA is also reflect-
ed in the mainly material-related collections and
expert systems. By way of example, the crime
ammunition collection, the document information
system or the database ”European Collection of Auto-
motive Paints” (EUCAP) cleary underline the perfor-
mance capacity of forensic science. In this way, large
quantities of analytical data and material science
information can be combined with many years of
experience and knowledge to find answers to crimi-
nalistic questions faster and more accurately.

With the aid of the document information system,
the document-related collections of various law
enforcement agencies are collected in one network-
ed database system,  thus enabling genuine and false
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document material (identity documents, driving
licences, ink-stamps, etc.) to be reported and analy-
sed.

EUCAP serves to attribute the fragments of paint
found at the scenes of hit-and-run road accidents to
the relevant car makes, models and years of manu-
facture. Vehicles possibly involved in the accidents
can be checked by comparing the paints. An inter-
national exchange of information takes place via the
European, U.S., Canadian and Japanese forensic
science services. The forensic scientists involved
worldwide contribute towards the continual expan-
sion and updating of this collection by providing
analysis data.

The ammunition collection, which currently con-
tains approximately 5,000 cases and approximately
5,000 bullets, serves to link crimes and to identify
crime weapons. When fired ammunition is recov-
ered, the aim is to determine whether the firearm
was used in previous offences. The ammunition used
in the offence is therefore examined for individual
marks, so to speak the "fingerprint" of the weapon.
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The ammunition obtained from seized weapons is
then compared with the ammunition collection.

In the altogether twenty areas of examination,
most of which are specialised in particular types of
evidence, such as firearms and ammunition parts,
false documents, body fluids like blood and saliva,
break-in traces or relevant materials such as drugs or
explosives, approximately 10,000 requests for
examination are fulfilled each year and the result-
ing expert opinions presented to the courts. The
majority of the requests are dealt with by compari-
son with reference collection items (above all in the
field of the firearms and identification services).
Approximately 10% of the requests for examination
require interdisciplinary and extremely labour-
intensive, sometimes particularly complex assess-
ments in the specialised sections of the Forensic
Science Institute. In special cases, expert opinions
are also compiled for police services and courts in
other countries all over the world.

Through the experience of the forensic experts, in-
vestigative and preventive fields of work now have a
firm place in the Forensic Science Institute, for exam-
ple, the consultancy activities for the protection of
identity documents against forgery.  Forensic scien-
tists are now respected partners in the (further) de-
velopment of international travel documents and

access control systems, which in the future will
increasingly use biometric features.

The personnel of the Forensic Science Institute also
train police officers from at home and abroad and
teach in special training courses for investigators.
Forensic material and training assistance for foreign
law enforcement authorities also has a long tradi-
tion. The demand has increased noticeably in recent
years, so that members of the Institute are travelling
as consultants more and more often.

The scientific variety of the Forensic Science Insti-
tute is unique. Approximately 300 experts with more
than 60 professions work together under one roof –
from the gunsmith to the linguist, from the chemical
technician and biologist to the mathematician.



D i v i s i o n  I T
I n f o r m a t i o n  
Te c h n o l o g y

The opportunities offered by, and the impact of,
information and communications technology have
been influencing all areas of life and work for a long
time, including day-to-day police work.

Especially for the police, timely and appropriate
information management is an indispensable
prerequisite for successful and effective action.

Typical police tasks such as collecting, compiling
and analysing information can no longer be carried
out efficiently in today's world without the assist-
ance of information technology.

In the future, the importance of information pro-
cessing for handling day-to-day police and admini-
strative work will continue to increase and become
a decisive factor in achieving success. The Bundes-
kriminalamt recognized this development at an
early stage.

By utilizing the most modern technologies, Division
IT at the Bundeskriminalamt creates the necessary
framework and ensures around-the-clock availabil-
ity of all information technology facilities.

Increasingly short innovation cycles and the need
for compatibility between parts of the IT systems
utilized by a wide variety of institutions at national
level as well as by international police organiza-
tions (such as Interpol, Europol and Schengen)
represent the most recent challenges faced by the
highly qualified staff of Division IT, who are well
prepared to deal with them.

However, the BKA not only serves as the central
provider of internal IT services but also performs
this task for all the German police forces at both
Federation and state level.

To this end, Division IT operates the central elec-
tronic information and search system of the Ger-
man police, INPOL, the analysis and state investiga-
tion support system b-case and the case processing
system VBS. These modern systems meet the current
needs of users by offering them an easy-to-use user
surface, the possibility of storing photographs and
an option for displaying networks of relationships
between persons and objects. In this way, the fight
against crime can be made more efficient.
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D i v i s i o n  Z V
C e n t r a l  a n d  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A f f a i r s

On three sites in Wiesbaden, Berlin and Mecken-
heim, the ”Central and Administrative Affairs” Divi-
sion (ZV) plans and provides the personnel-relat-
ed, organizational and material framework
conditions for the fulfilment of the specialized
tasks of the Bundeskriminalamt.

So that the tasks arising can be carried out in a ser-
vice-oriented, performance-intensive and transpar-
ent manner, the competencies of the Division ZV are
divided up as follows:

❚ Personnel development, planning, recruitment,
deployment, care

❚ General personnel affairs
❚ Legal affairs
❚ Internal organization, job budgeting
❚ Budget, procurement, asset management
❚ Room, construction and real property manage-

ment, central conference logistics
❚ Internal services
❚ Telecommunications service
❚ Gambling law matters 
❚ Cost-performance accounting
❚ Security (personnel and materials security).
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H I S TO R Y  O F  T H E  
B U N D E S K R I M I N A L A M T

01 January 1946 Establishment of a “Criminal Police Office for the
British Zone” (Kriminalpolizeiamt für die Briti-
sche Zone) in Hamburg.

23 May 1949 Proclamation of the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Germany. The fundamentals for the
establishment of the Bundeskriminalamt are
codi-fied in Articles 73 no. 10 and 87 section 1.

15 March 1951 The “Law on the Establishment of a Federal Crim-
inal Police Office” (BKA Law) comes into force.

April/May 1951 The Federal Government designates Wiesbaden
as the BKA headquarters. Creation of the      
“Protection  Division“ in Bonn.

31 October 1951 The BKA takes over the “Criminal Police Office for
the British Zone” in Hamburg. As the so-called
“Hamburg Branch”, it forms the basis of the BKA.

May 1952 The “Forensic Science Institute” is the first 
division to move from Hamburg to Wiesbaden.

09 June 1952 The Federal Republic of Germany joins the
International Criminal Police Organisation
(ICPO-Interpol).  The BKA becomes Germany’s
National Central Bureau.

01 January 1953 Introduction of uniform Police Crime Statistics
based on a decision of the CID Working Group.

22 July 1971 Reformation of the career structure in police 
service at federal level: Only higher and senior 
career levels are maintained (bipartite career 
structure).

10 January 1972 Foundation of the “Data Processing” Division.

13 November 1972 The INPOL search system goes into operation.

28 June 1973 Amendment to the BKA Law expanding
jurisdiction significantly.

07 May 1975 Establishment of an “Antiterrorist” division in
Bonn-Bad Godesberg.

01 October 1979 Commencement of teaching at the “Federal
College of Public Administration”.

October 1981 The Bonn Branch moves into the new BKA build-
ing in Meckenheim-Merl with the following
divisions: the “Protection Division” (SG), “State
Security” (ST) and “Technical Services” (TD).

The BKA-Presidents

1951 Dr. Max Hagemann 1981 Dr. Heinrich Boge

1952 Dr. Hanns Jess 1990 Prof. Hans-Ludwig Zachert

1955 Reinhard Dullien 1996 Dr. Klaus Ulrich Kersten

1965 Paul Dickopf 2004 Jörg Ziercke

1971 Dr. Horst Herold

April 1983 The first liaison officer is posted at the German
diplomatic representation in Bangkok 
(Thailand).

01 January 1986 Establishment of the BKA’s own anti-drug 
division.

July 1988 A second BKA location in Wiesbaden-Biebrich 
is established.

December 1991 Creation of a Berlin branch for the 
“Protection Division“.

09 December 1993 The Automated Fingerprint Identification
System (AFIS) is operational throughout
Germany.

September 1994 Parts of the BKA move to a former U.S. Military
Camp named “Camp Lindsey” as a third location
in Wiesbaden.

26 March 1995 The SIS (Schengen Information System) takes
effect with the Convention Applying the
Schengen Agreement. To handle searches for
criminals, a SIRENE bureau (Supplementary
Information Request at the National Entry) is
established at the BKA.

01 August 1997 The new BKA Law enters into force.

17 April 1998 Installation of a DNA Analysis Database.

September 1999 The greater part of the “Protection Division“
moves to Berlin-Treptow.

08 March 2001 The BKA celebrates its 50th anniversary.

16 August 2003 Start-up of the police information and search
system INPOL (new).

30 August 2004 Construction begins on a new building for the 
“Forensic Science Institute” in Wiesbaden.

14 December 2004 Setting up the “Joint Anti-Terrorism Centre” 
in Berlin.

01 January 2005 Setting up the “International Coordination” 
Division.

30 March 2007 The Anti-Terror Database goes into operation.
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