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Intergroup contact theory

Prejudice … may be reduced by equal status contact between majority and minority 
groups in the pursuit of common goals. The effect is greatly enhanced if this contact 
is sanctioned by institutional supports (i.e., by law, custom, or local atmosphere), and 
provided it is of a sort that leads to the perception of common interests and common 
humanity between members of the two groups.  

Allport, G. (1954), The nature of prejudice. Cambridge, MA: Reading: Addison-Wesley. (p. 281)

see also  Asbrock, F., Kauff, M., Issmer, C., Christ, O., Pettigrew, T.F., & Wagner, U. (2012). Kontakt hilft -
auch wenn die Politik es nicht immer leicht macht. In W. Heitmeyer (Hrsg.), Deutsche Zustände (S. 199-219). 
Berlin: Suhrkamp.

Pettigrew, T.W. & Tropp, L.R. (2011). When groups meet: The dynamics of intergroup contact. New York: 
Psychology Press. 



GFE-Survey 2002, N = 2722
r = -.27
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Ost (N=966) West (N=1756)

prejudice

< 1.5% > 15.4%
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Contact and prejudice



Contact and violence againsts asylum seekers

Wagner, U., Tachtsoglou, S., Kotzur, P.F., Wiemer, M.-T. & Kemmesis, U. (under review). Proportion of foreigners 
negatively predicts the amount of xenophobic hate crimes within German districts.


